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Thank you for coming to
the shrine and Saturday

Social in January!!!
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Editor’s Note
Hello all! Thank you for your continued

support of the monthly Okajet Newsletter! 

This month, we have two big ticket items to

mention: Elections, and Baseball :)

Elections will take place this month from Feb.

6  through Feb 20 , so please be sure to fill

out the form if applying. 

th th

Additionally, we sent a separate email

regarding the baseball plans on Jan. 30 , so

please be sure to check out that email for

more information.

th



Do YOU want to plan
events for Okayama
JETS? Do YOU want to
further grow our
Okayama community?
Well, maybe the
Okayama AJET board is
just right for you!
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In February, we will be sending out an application
form for Okayama AJET board, with 4 different board
positions to fill, as well as media officer helper
positions. Applications will be need to be filled out by
February 20th. Election voting will take place in
March. If interested, please fill out the form above. If
you have any questions, feel free to contact us via
email, instagram, or speak to anyone directly in AJET
currently.
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President:
The president shall be the acting face of Okayama AJET and
act as the liaison between Okayama AJET and any affiliated
persons. The president will be responsible for scheduling,
overseeing, and leading the monthly meetings. The
president may assist with other Board Member duties as
needed.

Secretary:
The Secretary shall be responsible for overseeing all
paperwork for Okayama AJET. This includes, but is not
limited to: Board Member applications, Officer applications,
membership applications, event waivers, and emails.

Treasurer:
The Treasure shall oversee all financial responsibilities of
Okayama AJET. This includes, but is not limited to:
membership fees, event fees, grants, and donations.

Media Liaison: 
Media shall be responsible for overseeing all media
accounts affiliated with Okayama AJET. This includes but is
not limited to: Instagram, Okajet website, creation of
monthly newsletter. 

Media Officers
Media Officers will assist the Media Liaison with the
creation and compilation of the monthly newsletter
and/or event announcement, as well as, promoting the
organization through all SNS channels as needed by the
Media Liaison.

Open Positions
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It’s that time where we are all stuck in gaming
limbo, the Christmas sales have come and gone,
we’ve played through the Switch 2 titles that
carried the system through its debut year, yet
we’re not quite to the point where we know
what’s coming next. A Nintendo Partner Showcase
is rumoured, as is a PlayStation State of Play, and
whilst these will no doubt satisfy many, others are
itching to get the first party Nintendo exclusives
you’d buy their system for. It’s the Zelda and
Pokemon anniversary month, so it’s natural to
expect something to come from one of those
series first. 

The State of
Games 9: The

Woes of Metroid
Prime

15
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If I were a betting man I’d say a safe guess would
be the release of Twilight Princess HD and The
Windwaker HD on Switch and Switch 2, finally
freeing them from the eternal damnation that is
being a Wii U exclusive. As ever there are whispers
in said wind, that an Ocarina of Time remake could
be on the way, but a simple port of the GameCube
version on the Nintendo Switch Online package
seems most likely.

The Pokemon Company
have certainly been busy
however, with the opening
of their first permanent
theme park in Kawasaki,
Tokyo. First impressions and
previews show it to be a
very cute and wholesome
experience for younger
fans, much to the dismay of
angry 35 year old men. 
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February 27th is shaping up to be big though, with
it being the 30th anniversary. If ever there was a
time to release all the classics on Switch, it would
be now. This is an idea that would print so much
money that the yen might even recover, but I
could see something more along the lines of
separate releases on the eShop itself, rather than a
definitive big bundle. 

Who am I kidding, they never want to release their
old games. Because it would show everyone how
terrible the new ones are in comparison. 
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Speaking of, generation 10, also known as
GameFreak’s worst kept secret after all the leaks, is
right around the corner. I have no doubt it will be
the big reveal in a big 30th anniversary
presentation. Time will only tell if they’ve learned
their lesson from the last few lacklustre titles, but
they make so much money they could just release
Scarlet and Violet again with a fresh coat of paint
and it would sell in the tens of millions. 

On another note, Metroid is easily one of
Nintendo’s most recognisable franchises, even if it
hasn’t always been a best seller. It literally makes 

up half of the 
sub-genre
‘Metroidvania’,
which has become
one of the most
popular types out
there. 
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However, Metroid
Prime was the first
time the series
evolved into 3D,
aiming to provide
competition for
Xbox’s flagship
franchise Halo. You
might have heard of
that one.

Quite obviously it never reached those heights,
but Metroid Prime, especially with the release of
the Switch remaster, is easily one of the most
enjoyable games I’ve ever played. It’s certainly not
perfect control-wise, but the atmosphere and
emphasis on exploration and fast-paced combat
make for a memorable time.
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Recently, with the release of
Metroid Prime 4: Beyond,
people have addressed the
elephant in the room. Prime 1
and 4 are on Switch, so where
are Prime 2 and 3? 

It’s more difficult than ever to
buy good quality used
GameCube titles nowadays,
and back then I wasn’t exactly
old enough to work a 9 to 5 

and pick up a copy of Metroid Prime 2: Echoes. A
remaster or NSO release would be my only chance
to experience the next chapter. 

Walmart of all brands appeared to kill the dream
when they mistakenly added Metroid Prime 2 and
Pikmin 2 to their Nintendo Switch Online
advertisement page. It was strange admittedly,
considering Pikmin 2 does already have an updated
physical release for Switch. Fans of Metroid Prime
have been asking for years for the original trilogy
to make its triumphant return, and Nintendo
offered a glimmer of hope when they officially
denied the inclusion of Prime 2 as part of their NSO
release lineup. 



So, is there still hope?

I’d sadly still say no. Metroid Prime Remastered
was a commercial and critical success, selling over
a million copies. Metroid Prime 4’s extremely long
and complicated development seriously hurt in
the finances department though, it would need to
sell around double that just to break even. A very
tall task. 

Metroid Dread on the other hand, the latest 2D
installment, sold well over 3 million units. Making it
the best selling game in the franchise. The future
of Metroid may only be back in its comfortable
roots. 
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I will continue to live in hope though, it would
certainly be a great time if we do get the chance

to see Samus’ original 3D adventure in all its
glory.

Thanks for reading!
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Click here or scan for Sign Up Form

Sign up Deadline: February 20th!!!!!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNnupA1RasK5z7G5bnTQZJZLi0RyIZqyzyFXhXR0LjzMBQ6w/viewform?usp=header
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OIEC (Okayama International
Exchange Club)
Hello peaches! Thanks to some
community outreach from our readers,
we have learned about a club here in
Okayama for people interested in
international exchange and English use!

They are a group that meets in the city approximately
every two weeks, and would love some more native
English speakers to join them! There are fees for
Japanese members, but non-Japanese may participate
for free. 

The next meeting is
taking place on February
15  @ Samurai Sqaure 5F.
from 10:30am - 12:00pm. 

th

https://www.samurai-
square.com/access/

We encourage anyone interested
in more community involvement
or an interest in casual English
conversation to join! For an
example of the meeting contents,
please see the next page. The
outline for the Feb. 15  meeting
will be posted to the Okajet
Instagram next week. 

th

https://www.samurai-square.com/access/
https://www.samurai-square.com/access/
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(2026) OIEC Activity Information
Feb. 1st (Sun), 10:30-12:00

At Samurai Square 5FL (サムライ　スクエア　新光ビル5階)
 https://www.samurai-square.com/access/

MC: Ken S. 
Fee:　700 yen (students: 350 yen)

Contents: 
1. Self-introduction (if necessary) 15 min

    Newcomers: name, job, hobby, motive of coming to our activity
and so on. You can speak as much as you can.

    Members: name, job (if you have)
 (自己紹介「必要な時だけ」

2. Your latest news, recent incidents in some groups
             （近況、最近の出来事） 15min/time×3 times   45 min

3. Questions and answers in Sunny Country Okayama Proficiency Test
30 min

       （晴れの国おかやま検定試験問題クイズ）

This time we have a special project. 
Let's solve all questions from the Sunny Country Okayama

Proficiency Test! Use past exam questions at the attached URL as a
reference, please each prepare about five questions in English about

anything related to Okayama, such as its culture, history, climate,
environment, local cuisine, etc. Everyone else should respond in

English!

I will prepare some of the past exam questions and answers, but
original questions are also fine. Please prepare your own answers,

however. Thank you for your cooperation.

 https://okayama-cci.or.jp/skill/okayamakentei.html
Let’s enjoy an activity!

After activity, let’s enjoy lunch, if you have a time.

Example outline from the Feb. 1  meetingst

https://www.samurai-square.com/access/
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Date:  Sunday, February 15th                      More Info: 日本語
Location: Kurashiki city Geibunkan (Art and Culture Theater)
Time: 14:00 - 16:00
Admission: Advance tickets: 2500 yen
                     Same day tickets: 3000 yen

第39回　アルスくらしき寄席
The 39th Ars Kurashiki Variety Show

CIRCLE - OKAYAMA CITY JACK DJ CIRCUIT -

Date: Saturday, February 14th                      More Info: 日本語, insta
Location: 3 locations: AVALON, 芽桜, Bar CROW
Time: 21:00 - 25:00
Admission: 2000 yen per venue (must order 1 drink)
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Events in Okayama
伊七 新酒まつり
Ishichi New Sake Festival

Date: Sunday, February  8th                           More Info: 日本語
Location: Kumaya Sake Brewery
Time: 9:00 - 15:00
Admission: 3 tasting tickets for 500 yen

https://arsk.jp/geibun/event/20573/
https://www.walkerplus.com/event/ar0833e583759/
https://www.instagram.com/an_go_promotion/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1191023632590460/


岡山もったいない祭り

Okayama Mottainai Festival

Date: Saturday, February 21st                                More Info: 日本語
Location: Kurashiki Ivy Square
Time: 10:00 - 16:00
Admission: Free

西大寺会陽

Saidaiji Naked Man Festival
Date: Saturday, February 21st                                   More info: 日本語
Location: Saidaiji Kannon-in Temple
Time: 14:40 - 23:00
Admission: Standing room West: 1000 yen
                     Standing room East: 2000 yen       Reserved: 7000/8000 yen

西大寺観音院　会陽宵祭り

Saidaiji Kannon-in Temple Eyoyoi Festival

Date: Friday, February 20th                                 More Info: 日本語
Location: Saidaiji Kannon-in Temple
Time: 17:00- 22:00
Admission: Free
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https://mottainaimatsuri.jp/
https://okayama-cci.or.jp/activation/saidaijieyo.html
https://www.saidaiji.jp/%E4%BB%A4%E5%92%8C7%E5%B9%B4-%E4%BC%9A%E9%99%BD%E5%AE%B5%E7%A5%AD%E3%82%8A-%E7%A6%8F%E5%A5%B3%E6%B1%BA%E5%AE%9A%EF%BC%81/


International Meetup Party 「せかつく」
Date: Saturdays, February 7th and March 7th  　More info: Insta
Location: Matador (Bar in Okayama City)
Time: 20:00 - 22:00
Admission: *Men 　     〜￥4000            All you can drink and buffet 
                     *Women　〜￥3500            style food included

Date: Saturday, February 28th & Sunday, March 1st   　More info: 日本語
Location: Okayama city, Ishiyama park
Time: 10:00 - 17:00
Admission: Free

汁ふぇすin岡山
Soup Festival in Okayama
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ひなせかき祭

Hinase Kaki  Festival

Date: Sunday, February 22nd                                     　More info: 日本語
Location: Gomi Market, Hinase, Bizen city
Time: 8:00 - 14:00
Admission: Free, food and merchandise costs apply

Sumo Grand Tournament Schedule: In March, there will be a Sumo
tournament in Osaka. Ticket sales begin at 10am on February 7 . If
you are interested, we recommend buying tickets as soon as they
become available, they will sell out quickly. See this site for more
information ------>click here for English ------>click here for Japanese

th

https://www.instagram.com/tomotuku_2014?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&amp;igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==z
https://www.instagram.com/p/DSr1vkKExxa/
https://www.city.bizen.okayama.jp/site/2025kakimatsuri/
https://www.sumo.or.jp/En/
https://www.sumo.or.jp/
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Play online or make your own free printable sudoku at SudokuTodo.com
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Monthly Sudoku
January 2026January Answer Key
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January Answer Key
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Monthly Sudoku
February 2026
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If you would like to write an article for
the March newsletter, please email the
newsletter at: 

newsletter@okayama-ajet.com

Any submissions must be made by the
3  Saturday of the month. Anything is
welcome, but if looking for inspiration,
themes may include:

rd
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March’s Themes: White Day,
Graduation, Spring, Hinamatsuri



Want to be part of the
Newsletter?

We are always looking for new talent and help at
the newsletter, so if you have a writers itch you

want to scratch, or have some ideas for the
newsletter look, please contact us at our email!

newsletter@okayama-ajet.com

Additionally, if you have any suggestions or
feedback for our newsletter, please fill out the form

below!

Newsletter Feedback/Suggestion
Form
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgnN62OvStBl7qqNYo_R_ud_i8PI-_NXRRgfbHE7dLiIbWdA/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgnN62OvStBl7qqNYo_R_ud_i8PI-_NXRRgfbHE7dLiIbWdA/viewform?usp=preview


See you next issue!
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