r & ’/[ |74
4 C/r//;'.

Vol 2 Issue 4 | July 2025

-
-

Photo by Sean Gallogly . ‘ " »



TABLE OF CONTENTS

EDITOR’S NOTE

TANABATA
| STAYING COOL THIS SUMMER
OKAJET BEACH EPISODE
THE STATE OF GAMES

EVENTS
* PREFECTURAL EVENTS

PUzzLES
BE PART OF THE PEACH COBBLER

S

w



PAGE 1
PAGE 3 - 8

PAGE 9
PAGE 10 !

PAGE 11 - 18

PAGE 19 - 20

PAGE 21 - 24

PAGE 25




Note from the Editor~

Greetings, peaches!

Classes are winding down for the semester and deskwarming
season is slowly starting. | hope all your staff rooms are
adequately equipped with air conditioning, because the
Summer heat is just getting started.

Speaking of heat in this issue we have a quick guide on some
things you can buy to beat this heat. Some of you may also notice the Tanabata article from
last year, what can we say it was so well written we wanted to share it again with everyone.
Our monthly segment The State of Games also continues in this issue!

Thank you to those who signed up for the leavers party, if you couldn’t make it well
hopefully catch you at the next gathering...
...Speaking of the next gathering

GET EXCITED

because this year we are hosting a beach party!
Expect watermelon, fireworks, drinking and more.
More info coming soon

As per usual we have prefectural events along with the usual puzzles.

As always, we’re looking for contributors! If you have photos of cool places you’ve explored,
events you’ve attended within the prefecture, stories from your time on the JET Programme,
or even book and movie recommendations, we’d love to feature you.

If you’re interested in contributing, don’t hesitate to reach out to us at:
' newsletter@okayama-ajet.com

. okayama.rose @gmail.com






Occuring every year on the seventh day of the seventh month,
Tanabata is Japan’s nationwide festival for making wishes. On this

s day, people across Japan, particularly children, write their wishes on
small and narrow strips of paper known as
7 = , : i
. Tanzaku ( #8fft /7 fc A &< ), which are usually used for writing
,. ' ’ short poems.Wishes in hand, people across Japan then affix their
‘ wishes to bamboo.Traditionally, the numerous wishes of the people
are then floated down a river, or burned. Festivals pertaining to
Tanabata appear throughout Japan with slight variations to the
celebration style existing in different regions.Yes, all across the
JULY country, Japanese people write their wishes, offer them up to the

heavens, enjoy summer festivities, and pray for a good day with no

rain...but more on that later.

The origins of this festival date back thousands of years, going all the way back to
ancient Japan. Introduced by Empress Koken in 755AD, the festivities and the
practices were based on similar occasions in China. Specifically, it is heavily based on
the Qixi Festival from ancient China, also known as the Festival to Plead for Skills. The
customs were introduced to Japan during the Heian Era and debuted in the city of
Heian Kyo ( *E% % ), modern day Kyoto, being adopted in the Imperial Palace.
Though it has its origins in the Heian Era (8th-12th Centuries), it was much later

in the Edo Era (17th-19th Centuries) that the occasion was celebrated by the

broader social classes.



Click here for info on Tanabata Festivalin Okayama

Written by: Ryan Calpito

Tanabata is Japan’s ancient story, densetsu ( {zdi / TA ), about literal

star-crossed lovers.

It’s kanji, &4, literally meaning seventh night, Tanabata tells of a heartsick
silk weaver and a lonely cattle herder split by the expanse of the cosmos. It
is a story of fateful romance, but one that falls on the lines of the

melancholic.

There are slight and minute variations here and there,

however they all go like this:--


https://okayama-kanko.net/sightseeing/event/6932/

In the etare and coemog that create the univerge

there wag a beautiful gilk weaver, a maiden, Princess Orihime, the daughter of the Emperor of the Heaveng, the galaxy
iteelf) Tentei. The fabrice she wove, used to make clothing, were beautiful, degired, and appreciated by all. The princess

wove thege fabrice everyday, diligently, by the Heavenly River, or Amana no Gawa ( KDJII / & £ Db ),

the Milky Way Galaxy. Tentei wag proud of Orihime, and loved her very much. However, although che wag adept and
took pride in her work, Orihime wag busy and always working. She wag lonely ag a result, she did not have any time to
meet othere and ag a regult knew she would never be able to meet someone and fall in love. The knowledge of thig

weighed heavily on her, and she wag deeply saddened with loneliness.

Tentei, recognizing hie daughter's gadnegs, reached acrosg the expange of the cosmog to find his daughter a

partner who could fix her heartache and lonelinese. Hig search goon brought him to Hikoboghi, a diligent cattle
herder who lived on the other side of the Amanogawa, who he introduced to hig daughter. Finally, Tentei could

help his daughter overcome her sorrow.



The two met and immediately fell deeply in love; a match made in heaven, g0 to gpeak. For the firgt time in an
eternity, the two had found companionship and love. They were soon wed and lived happily as husband and wife.
However, in their joy the couple had completely abandoned their duties. Orihime had ceaged her weaving, and her

loomg began gathering dust; Hikoboghi’s cattle were now geattered and wandering about the galaxy.

Thig digorder upset and angered Tentei, and in hig rage, he forbade Orihime and Hikoboghi from meeting, gplitting the
couple and gending Hikoboshi back acrogs the Amanogawa. Both returned to their duties, but their sadnese had algo
returned tenfold. Orihime wept dearly everyday, bereft at the losg of her husband. Tentei felt pity, seeing the intenge
gorrow from hig daughter and eventually made a deal with her. [ the two of them could work ag diligently ag they had
before, they would be allowed to meet once a year on the seventh day of the geventh month, to which Orihime
acquiesced. But on the long-awaited day, the couple found they could not meet, for there wag no bridge acrose the
expange of the Amanogawa. Coming <o cloge, yet &till remaining o far, Orihime wept on the banke of the river, being
able to gee Hikoboshi on the other side. She wept go hard, she caught the attention and sympathies of a flock of magpies who

promiged to form a bridge acrogg the river go the two lovers could finally meet.



‘D
1} )
- iy
N ,A) >
‘,'Y‘v‘ )
/*\
h\ }:
- Q‘:: W(
r "'U_";—ﬁg
/}" ——
Tl
Do l\ ).'1’\
) ‘\1 ".':?. )
) 8-
of‘."-!}. . ?.s_.—
V

Thug, every year on the night of the seventh day of the eeventh month, Princese Orihime and Hikoboghi’e wigh is granted and
they are allowed to finally meet once more. However, the pair must return to their regpective sideg of the Amanogawa by the
morning of the next day to resume their duties for the next year, once again patiently awaiting for next year’s July 7th night.

[t ie caid, however, that if it raing on Tanabata, the river’s levele will rige and ite currents will become too mueh for the
magpies to handle. Should it rain, the bridge cannot be formed, and Hikoboghi and Orihime will be denied their once-annual time
to be with each other. There ig no rain check, gadly and they will have no choice but to wait for the coming year once more. Thig
ig why, traditionally, Japanege people will aleo pray for a rainless day; to grant the star-crogeed lovers their once a year chance
to be in each other’s company. A a regult, should unfortunate weather come on the day of Tanabata, the rain ig referred to ag
‘The Tearg of Orihime and Hikoboghi.’



Just as Orihime and Hikoboshi make a yearly wish on July 7th, the people of Japan also cast their wishes to the
heavens with hopes of them one day being granted.
So how do Japanese people make these wishes? What do they say? For those of us that are studying or
practicing Japanese, the phrasing is quite simple; unless of course, you want to go the extra mile and write your
wishes in the form of a tanka (¥23R / fc A HY) poem.

Typically, and specifically, what | was taught in Japanese class in uni to practice a grammar point, wishes are
written with some kind of verb.These verbs are written in potential form since, for example,“you wish to be able to
do something, to become something, or to accomplish something.” You will write these potential verbs in their masu-
form, and finally connect youni (&£ D IC) to the end.

As an example, and writing as Hikoboshi:
“l| wish to be able to meet Orihime this year.”
“Kotoshi, Orihime ni aemasuyouni”

ISE BEICEZAEFILSIC

Typically these written phrases do not have a period affixed to them.This is because, this wish, this sentence,
technically does not end and is stuck mid-sentence; imagine someone droning off at the end of a hopeful wish. Once
written, these wishes can be fixed to bamboo typically at shrines and temples, though I'm sure there will be lots of
bamboo in lots of different places that people will be attaching their wishes to. (Note: don’t go randomly attaching
your wishy-washy dreams wishes to random innocent bamboo; that’s littering.)

Tanzaku and pens, or brushes, in hand, why not make a wish upon the stars
this year? Fellow peaches and allies of Momotaro, from the Okayama AJET Board,

we wish you a cool, fun, relaxing, and safe summer.
BDIEHISRULL T, Z2ULK T USYIRTEC, BEBEFHICTIHBNETIKSIC



Escape... or, at least survive hell’s fire

If nothing else please be sure to put on
sunscreen here in the summer, protect
yourself from the devils heat waves from
the sun. Popular brands include Shiseido's
Anessa, Skin Aqua and Bioré UV.

With this heat you'll be sweating A LOT, if you so;
you're not you are either lying or just inside 24/
with the AC cranked. Be sure to replenish all those
electrolytes you are sweating out with ion drinks.
0OS-1 is really a life saviour doesn't taste as
good and not as readily available as other popular
choices such as Pocari Sweat and Aquarius .

UVW PROTECGTINE
CLOTHING/AGCCESSORIES

Some places you just can't apply sunscreen easily, or you
honestly just can't be bothered to reapply all day. uv
Japanese stores such as Tokyu Hands or AEON style have

a range of options for UV protective accessories, including PROTECTION
but not limited to UV protective sleeves, hats, and more.

Life before | bought a fan was pretty uncomfortable
in the summer, | now carry one with me everywhere.
You can get a variety of fans not just handheld but
ones that attach to an umbrella/parasol, one's ?'ou
can wear around your neck and even one’s built into
a jacket!
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August 8, 2:00PM

Loeation!

_Shibukawa Beach

. Bus service from Okayama station availablel /"
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The State of
Games 2:
Handheld Wars

Where do | even begin? Summer Games Fest 2025 came and
went, where it was the Xbox of all things that came out
strongest. We saw the reveals of anticipated sequels
like The Quter Worlds 2, Ninja Gaiden 4, an upcoming DLC for
Indiana Jones and the Great Circle, and Black Ops 25. Oh, 7?
Call of Duty needs to slow the hell down sometimes, man.
Annual releases have become nauseating mainstays for far
too long now. I'm looking at you, too, EA.

XBOX GAMES SHOWCASE 2025
[FTCELL

| Faltewt £33 ,
ANjlMO
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Perhaps the most unique thing announced was Xbox's
first handheld system, the ROG Xbox Ally. The question on
everyone's mind? Why? Their prime competitor looks to
be the PlayStation Portal, which has just had a massive
software update that allows for cloud streaming of
games rather than connecting directly to the console.
This makes it much less of a hassle to access your library
from afar. With Xbox games readily available on
Microsoft PC's as well, | just get the feeling that they're
going to stretch themselves too thin. After all, there is
one other handheld that’s most likely going to stay on

The Nintendo Switch 2 obliterated expectations at launch,
selling 3.5 million units in only four days. That doesn’t just
make it the best launch of a Nintendo console, it makes it
the best launch of ANY. Trying to even find one now is
proving to be a challenge, at least outside of the US, where
smart overstocking seemed to fend off scalpers.

For comparison, the lifetime sales of the Wii U reached
about 13.5 million. In 7 years.




| have mine and | absolutely love it so far. The larger
controls are more comfortable, the screen quality
and games look fantastic. No matter what the OLED
crowd says to the contrary, Mario Kart World was the
ideal launch title; it's a great time with an even better
soundtrack to boot. There’s just one problem... That'’s
kind of all there is at the moment.

Of the major titles released at launch, Mario Kart
World is the only first-party exclusive. Don't get me
wrong, the enhanced version of Breath of the Wild,

among other things, are great bonuses, and

Cyberpunk 2077 in a portable state is extremely

impressive. Solid titles like Bravely Default, Street

Fighter VI, and Sonic X Shadow Generations will
be bound to keep us busy for now, especially since
many will still have a backlog of OG Switch games to
get through, but with this successful launch,
Nintendo can only keep up the momentum with a
well-packed Direct.




We caught a glimpse of what's coming through the recent
Donkey Kong Bananza Direct. If you're a fan of Super Mario
Odyssey, do yourself a favor and check out this showcase, the
game looks phenomenal and it was developed by the same
team. The visuals are stunning and the soundtrack is straight up
fire.

Lastly, | wanted to discuss something I've been curious about.
What has gone right for the Switch 2 that went so wrong with
the Wii U?

As one of the seemingly few people who actually had a Wii U,
| think | can argue that the failure stems from quite a few
very prominent issues. The most important of which? A lack
of quality titles. | don't mean that its entire library was chock
full of failures, it's more that Nintendo played it far too safe
with what they already knew. Super Mario Bros. U, Smash
Bros, Mario Kart 8, Star Fox Zero, Donkey Kong Tropical
Freeze... These are all decent games, but system sellers, they
are not.

When it was first revealed, the Gamepad was advertised as
this huge new breakthrough that could redefine gameplay
and allow for play on the go! Except, it only had a very small
range and had to practically stay by the console permanently
or else the signal would just cut abruptly. The pad itself was
also not utilised much by any major titles bar ZombiU. Now
answer me honestly, have you ever actually heard of
ZombiU? No. And did anyone really care about it? Also no. It
ended up selling just under 600,000 units.




[ —

The result of all this made the Gamepad seem like a gimmick.
Most games could still use the Wii Pro Controller or Wii
Remotes too, so the next point of failure became the lack of
justification to actually buy the console. it was widely
reported that the average person believed the Wii U to be
some sort of upgrade or accessory to the existing Wii. But
the Wii era came, took the world by storm, then petered out
in its later years. At which point, Nintendo decided to
announce what seemed to be a fancy looking add-on, at $300
for the cheapest model. I'm sure you're able to piece
together what all this means.

" }s
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In fact, it got so bad that a set of advertisements were
released where they explicitly had to state that the Wii U was
in fact an entirely different console. | owned a Wii U from
Christmas 2014 to around 2018 whenever | bought the Switch.
In that time, | bought 5 games for the system and spent more
time on the Wii and 3DS anyway. By the time Breath of the
Wild released, which was meant to be a major event for the
Wii U, the Switch had already come out.




Ultimately, | think it comes down to the fact that the Switch
was what fans thought and wanted the Wii U to be. A system
that could be played docked and on the go in
handheld mode. Why is the Switch 2 doing so much better
comparatively? Because people actually asked for it. Sounds
painfully simple, but it's true. It's an all purpose console with
fully integrated backwards compatibility, allowing access to
the vast quality of the Switch’s library and the next
generation exclusives. It's a powerful system compared to its
predecessor, it actively improves on the criticisms of the first
Switch and isn't some sort of crazy new fad being capitalised
on before the technology is actually ready.

All that, and a big whopping number 2 slapped right onto the
box. It's bigger, better, and more of what the consumer
actually likes. Not too hard, right?

I

Man, | can't wait for Nintendo to drop the Wii U 2
announcement next...







Written by

@lewischissio
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Kameiwa Festival

Date: July 9th More Info: HAZE
Location: Kameishi Shrine

Time: 19:00 - 22:00

Admission: Free

%0)7114/1
Port Marche

Date: July 13th More Info: B A5 )

Location: Shin-Okayama Port Ferry Terminal
Time: 15:00 - 20:00
Admission: Summer Cruise - Meeting time: 14:10
- Adults ¥2500 Elementary school kids ¥1000
Sunset Cruise - Meeting time: 17:30
- Adults ¥3000 Elementary school kids ¥1500 )

FHERRE ER EH<<D)

Tamaigu-Toshogu Summer Festival (Ring-Passing Ritual)

Date: July 23rd - August 6th More Info: HAZE
Location: Tamaigu-Toshogu Shrine

Time: 9:00

0 Admlssmn Free

EFBEA Y EY Y JaZF7FvLrIinkl
Internatlonal Physics Olympiad Junior Challenge in Okayama

v N

f /= 0 _ng ok Date: July 26th More Info:HAZFE

.ﬁ. sersL S o
__‘ q 5 p 3: kS LIL' =j Location: Okayama Prefecture Lifelong Learning Centre Future Museum of
o People and Science Saipia

3 !
\ ) “'l- w / Y -1st Floor Science Experience and Learning Plaza
0t el v Time: 13:30 - 15:30

T Admission: ¥100
asesam



https://higashi-okayama.mypl.net/article/saidaiji-matsuri_higashi-okayama
https://www.tamarun.jp/site/event/3040/
https://www.tamaigutousyouguu.com
https://www.sci-pia.pref.okayama.jp/event/detail.aspx?servno=16109

tR#EY A (1)
The1st Kltanagase Evening Market

BB Date: July 26th and 27th More info: HAEE

" Location: Kitanagase Mirai Fureai General Park
1
:‘6 Time: 17:00 - 22:00

gﬁﬁ Admission: Free
2025 _ '

2.5, )5 253

BWUXZEIR—=ILL A YIR—> Y —k—J7Kk—I)LJazzNIGHT—
Okayama University J Hall Rainbow Concert - J Hall JazzNIGHT -

Date: July 30th More Info: HAZE
Location: Junko Fukutake Hall
Time: 19:00 - 20:30
Admission: ¥500 All seats are none reserved
*Cash ONLY contactless payment are not accepted

250 EMPEHRKRKEBEDD TEWREFDD,

The 25th Okayama Momotaro Festival "Karasuki Summer Festival"

Date: August 2nd and 3rd More Info: HAEE

Location: Okayama Castle Area
*No parking (bicycles and cars) visitors are asked to use public transit

Time: 18:00 - 21:30
Admission: Free

OTHER

Internatlonal Meet Up Party "&8HhD<,

Date: Saturday July 5th and August 7th More info: Instagram
Location: Matador (Bar in Okayama City)

Time: 20:00 - 22:00

Admission:

Men ~ ¥4000 *All you can drink and buffet style food included”
Women ~ ¥3500



https://www.instagram.com/tomotuku_2014?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&amp;igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==z
https://www.oka.town/events/12333/
https://ujonatsumatsuri.jp
https://www.ocac.jp/event/5659/
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See you next issue!



