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                Note from the Editor~

Greetings, peaches!

We’ve hit June which means rainy season (梅雨) is upon us, 
after this weekend it’s seems as if there are stormy skies 
ahead so make the most of the clear weather while you can!

Alongside some info on the rainy season, we’re bringing you 
baseball, F1, and a brand-new recurring gaming section starting this month! 
A big thank you again to everyone who contributed.

Of course we have the prefectural events along with the usual puzzles as well.

On a personal note, we did it, we held our first event outside of Okayama! 
And we couldn’t have done it without you.

Of course, there were a few bumps along the way and things we’d like to improve next time, 
so we’d love to hear your thoughts. Keep an eye on your email next week for a short survey, 
whether you attended or not, let us know what your opinion on events like these. 

As always, we’re looking for contributors! If you have photos of cool places you’ve explored, 
events you’ve attended within the prefecture, stories from your time on the JET Programme, 
or even book and movie recommendations, we’d love to feature you. 

If you’re interested in contributing, don’t hesitate to reach out to us at: 
✉  newsletter@okayama-ajet.com 
✉  okayama.rose@gmail.com 





Rainy Season
It’s that time of year where the people of Japan are put to the

ultimate test. Enduring extreme humidity and rainfall in tandem.

This is given the highly original name of ‘Rainy Season’, or, if you’re

a fellow Brit, business as usual. In the UK, we’re said to have four

seasons, but it’s more like two. Grim, and not as grim. Okayama is

quite the contrast, with more sun that any of us can really handle.

Temperatures remain consistently high from around May to

September. Last year, the unpleasantness even stuck around until

late October. If we are to put a timeline on this transition from

Spring to Summer here, I’d say stay on your toes, umbrella in hand,

from early June to mid-July. 

Of course, the real question is, how do we deal with the weather

without showing up to work looking like we’ve preheated ourselves

at 150 degrees Celsius? Quick answer, unless you have a car, you

don’t. Stock up quickly on an umbrella or two, buy a thinly layered

raincoat, and turn your morning commute into a mad dash to

dryness.



I remember fondly walking to my base school on a miserable, sticky

Monday morning last year with no protective gear, turning up like a wet

dog scrambling to dry my hair in the bathroom for the first twenty

minutes of my shift. Ah… Memories.

It’s also worth noting that Japan’s notorious umbrella bandits will be

out in full swing during this time. Be prepared to part with any 2000 yen

umbrella you choose to leave in the Konbini stand. There are a few ways

to prevent them being snatched, a mildly tempered note with just

enough of a veiled threat to avoid police questioning being the first that

comes to mind. Some even go as far as buying small locks. I would say

that any that look sort of unique tend to be safer, as it’s far easier for

them to make off with any of the black or clear ones you’d find in a

FamilyMart without too much notice. 

Handheld electric fans might be a worthy investment, found anywhere

but typically cheapest in Don Quijote. 

Also, pray that your school doesn’t have a strict start date for air

conditioning. Things are already heating up but some of the more

stubborn VP’s may insist on a very specific start date. Not so fun in the

teacher’s office, even less so in the classroom. 

And what, might you ask, is the reward for making it through the next

month? Blistering sun and bright blue skies. Some people’s worst

nightmare, other’s idea of paradise. 

Enjoy!





























@lewischissio
Written by
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June - early july 2025 

第16回　備前市大滝山西法院　あじさい祭り - 
16th Bizen City Ōtakisan Saihōin Hydrangea Festival 

湯郷温泉　ホタル観賞 - 
Yugo Onsen Firefly Viewing 

Events in Okayama

Date: Late May - Early June	 	 	                     More Info:日本語  

Location: Otani River Park

Time: 19:30 - 21:00 
Admission: Free	      

Date: June 14th - 22nd	 	   	        	 	 More Info: 日本語   

Location: Ōtakisan Saihōin 
Time: 9:00 - 16:00 
Admission: Free


第5回宴joy備中地酒フェスSAKEべ！！ - 
5th banquet joy Bitchu local sake festival SAKE!! - 

Date: June 7th and 8th         	  	 	 	 More info: 日本語

Location: Kurashiki Geibunkan Square

Time: 11:00 - 17:00

Admission: Free

   *Sake and food by cash payment*


犬養木堂記念館所蔵　一品展45 -  
Inukai Kido Memorial Museum Collection: Special Exhibition 45

Date: June 1st - 30th	 	 	 More Info:日本語 | English


Location: Inukai Kido Memorial Museum

Time: 09:00 - 17:00 
Admission: Free 

   *closed Tuesdays

https://kuratoco.com/enjoy-sakebe-2025/
https://inukaibokudo.jp/tenji2.html
https://eventia.site/en/e/0RifyMn1yOv2xnTwmAhb0H
https://ootakisansaihoin.amebaownd.com
https://spa-yunogo.or.jp


亀岩まつり 
Kameiwa Festival 

OTHER

北長瀬朝市   
Kitanagase Morning Market 

International Meet Up Party 「せかつく」

Date: Saturday June 7th and July 5th   	      	            More info: Instagram

Location: Matador (Bar in Okayama City) 

Time: 20:00 - 22:00

Admission:

Men ~ ¥4000               *All you can drink and buffet style food included*

Women ~ ¥3500

Date:  June 22nd 	 	         	 	 	 More info: 日本語 

Location: Kitanagase Mirai Fureai General Park

Time: 07:30 - 12:30

Admission: Free

Date: July 9th	 	 	 	            	      	 More Info: 日本語  

Location: Kameishi Shrine

Time: 19:00 - 22:00

Admission:  Free

聴竹亭茶席（6月） 
Tea at Chōchikutei (June) 

Date: June 21st and 28th 	 	 	            	      More Info: 日本語   

Location: Kibibi Museum Tea Room 

Time: 12:00 - 16:00

Admission: ¥1200

	         (Includes Matcha + sweets and admission to museum)

https://www.instagram.com/tomotuku_2014?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&amp;igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==z
https://www.takashimaya.co.jp/okayama/
https://higashi-okayama.mypl.net/article/saidaiji-matsuri_higashi-okayama
https://kibibi.or.jp













