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Note from the Editor~

Greetings, peaches!

Firstly we’d like to apologize for the delay of this month’s newsletter,
with the holiday season and everyone getting back into the swing of

things we wanted to ensure we were getting all the important info to you.

Now to get into this month’s newsletter, it’s going to be short and sweet with just a few reminders,
highlights from the Christmas party, and the usual puzzles.

Make sure to check out the flyer about our shrine visit this weekend Saturday Jan. 18th. We know it’s
short notice but we hope you’ll be able to join us.
Also be sure to fill out the interest form for viewing Okayama’s naked man festival next month

- you don’t want to miss it!

As always, we’d like to remind you that we are looking for contributors. Whether you have photos of
unique spots you’ve explored, events you've attended within the prefecture, stories from your time on
the JET Programme, or even book and movie recommendations, we’d love to feature you.

*For those who came up to me interested in helping out monthly more info will be coming soon please

look forward to it .

If you're interested in contributing, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at
newsletter@okayama-ajet.com

or

okayama.rose@gmail.com



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeiU3LP5RhWDv8_-h99pg6RaM0vCQLdcyoNHVXGaIvp3hY_Lw/viewform?usp=preview
mailto:newsletter@okayama-ajet.com
mailto:okayama.rose@gmail.com




What did I just buy?

Recap on Omikuji and Omamori

Omikuji §#H#< U

Last month we briefly went over what to do during your first shrine visit of the year.
Hopefully you were able to go and pick up an omikuiji (fortune slip), if not be sure to
bring 100 of your own when you do go as it’s bad luck to borrow someone else’s .

If you have had a chance to go here is a reminder of what your fortune means:

* dai-kichi (X&) - great blessing
 chuu-kichi (%) - middle blessing

 sho-kichi (/\&) - small blessing

a>

*  kichi (&) - blessing
«  sue-kichi (R3) - ending blessing
« kyo (Xl) - curse

« dai-kyo (KIX|) - great curse

Like many of you | went to Kibitsu Jinja for
hatsumode, | was lucky enough to get a
blessing, nothing huge but at least it wasn’t a
curse. If you receive(d) a curse read it over as it
usually gives you advice on what to do or not do,
and tie it up! As you can see in the background

of the photo to the left there are many fortune
slips tied. This was you are leaving the negative
energy behind and entrusting the shrine deity to
help you out.

Regardless if you pulled great luck or great curse
keep in mind that you are in control of your future
and the fortune slip isn’t set in stone, it’s what
you do with the info you’ve been given.



OMAMORI &5FD

Omamori are small, beautifully
decorated charms believed to offer
protection and blessings. The word

“omamori” comes from the verb 5¥%

(mamoru), meaning “to protect” or “to
guard.” These charms are often
purchased as tokens of good fortune,
safety, or success.

Omamori come in different varieties, each serving a specific purpose. Some common types
include:

=
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B55F (Katsumori) : For success; to win/succeed at something you have hoped for
RIEE L (Kotsu Anzen): For safe travels, especially driving.

FZEFL (Gakugyo Joju): For academic success and good exam results.

&40 (Enmusubi): For love and strong relationships.

2R #TFE (Kenko Kigan): For good health and recovery from illness.

ZEE (Anzan): For a safe pregnancy and childbirth.

N o g » 0N

EEERFE (Shigoto Joju): For success in work or business.






HADAKA MATSURI

(NAKED MAN FESTIVAL)

SATURDAY

Every year on the 3rd Saturday of February, Saidaiji Temple in
Okayama hosts one of Japan’s most unique and intense traditions:
the Hadaka Matsuri, or Naked Man Festival. Thousands of men,
dressed in nothing but fundoshi (loincloths) and tabi socks, gather to
compete for sacred wooden sticks (shingi) thrown into the crowd.
These sticks are believed to bring good luck for the year.

While anyone can cheer on this wild event, if you are a man you can
also participate by registering beforehand (no tattoos, sorry!).
Registration is now open and costs ¥3000, sign up here. It'’s a
fascinating mix of tradition, endurance, and excitement that truly
showcases the spirit of Okayama. Whether you’re watching or taking
part, it’'s an experience you won't forget!

Starting at a 3:30pm and finishing after the
Shingi Touka; the final/main event which
starts at 10pm.

As we are hoping to get together to vy
watch the festival together please fill - bl 35" Y v Al AR
out a quick survey here to let us | : :
know if you are interested!

*Seats range from 6000-8000 yen
Standing viewing is 1000 yen



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeiU3LP5RhWDv8_-h99pg6RaM0vCQLdcyoNHVXGaIvp3hY_Lw/viewform?usp=preview
http://okayama-cci.or.jp/activation/saidaijieyo/join.html




T}l&n/{g f@‘W Colping
/

144 you ne;Xi# 76&‘%’0



Events in Okaqama

JANUARY - EARLY FEBRUARY 2025

A1=YHRWEFZAYITYVvIR
Aroma wax that looks like sweets

Date: January 18th More Info: HAZE
Location: Miraikan Saipia of Okayama Prefecture Lifelong Learning Center
people and science 1st floor

Time: 10:30 - 15:30

Admission: You can make a Canelé or a Charm!
Canelé - ¥1200
Charm - ¥800

J\L ¥ (Harema) FARMERS MARKET (1H)

\Q Date: Sunday January 19th More Info: HAEE
Location: Shimoishii Park (in Okayama city along the Nishigawa river)
Time: 10:00 - 15:00

Admission: Free

BURERARExILYFRFZIVIT17—
Okaama Prefecture Sake x French Pairing Dinner

A Date: Sunday January 26th More Info: 3 ZA:E
,,,,, Location: ANA Crown Plaza Hotel Okayama 19th floor Sora
Kura Master m: 18:30 - 21:00

B LA ST 3 i i

. rommE | Admission: ¥15000 (On sale until the 17th)
N ——

EREARZInIRE -
Snowball fight tournament in Kagamino

Date: Saturday February 1st More Info: HAZE

Location: Ombara Kogen Panorama Ski Field
Time: Meet at 12:40

Starts at 13:00
Admission: Participation fee ¥3000 (Teams of 3 apply until the 29th)



https://www.sci-pia.pref.okayama.jp/event/detail.aspx?servno=15107
https://www.instagram.com/harema.okayama?igsh=MWdleDlkcGM2YWU0Yg==
https://www.kagamino.holiday/event/siteseeing/entry-925.html
https://teket.jp/12327/43078

OBEAEEREDD
Hiruzen Snow Love Festival
More info: HAZE

Date: February 1st - 2nd
Location: GREENable HIRUZEN, Hiruzen Kogen Center

Time:10:00~19:00 (2nd until 18:00)

Admission: Free

R EXDOD -

Ishichi New Sake Festival

Date: Sunday February 9th More info: HZAEE N/—}\\*

Location: Miraikan Saipan of Okayama Prefecture Lifelong Learning People and ]]f }gde

Science 1st Floor Science Experience and Learning Square C ristmas

Time: 9:00 - 15:00 2924

Admission: Entrance: Free BT YRAVR
Gorgeous style: ¥2300

*Reception ends when sold out recommended to get there early

OTHER

International Meet Up Party T8HhD<

Date: Saturday February 1st More info: Instagram
Location: Matador (Bar in Okayama City)

Time: 20:00 - 22:00

Admission:
Men ~ ¥4000 *All you can drink and buffet style food included*

Women ~ ¥3500



https://okayama-ajet.com/upcoming-events
https://www.instagram.com/tomotuku_2014?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&amp;igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==z
https://www.maniwa.or.jp/hiruzen/yukikoi/
https://www.facebook.com/share/15qogF4Jdq/?mibextid=wwXIfr
















